THE    COUP    D*E TAT

that the state of my health would prevent me from making
a five hours' journey by car, and leaving at daybreak,
which would be necessary if I was to keep the appoint-
ment. The Prime Minister replied most amiably that he
had forgotten my health, and that of course it was in his
interest to prevent any relapse. He said that to save me
trouble I should have a Douglas aeroplane sent for me
on the following day at 10.0, and that it would wait in
Barajas airport, quite near my home.

I had quite decided not to keep the appointment, but
in face of this civility of the Prime Minister's I did no
more than express my gratitude. On the morning of the
4th, at about 10.0, the Chief of the Airport of Barrajas
told me that a Douglas aeroplane which had been sent
by the Prime Minister had landed. I told him to call the
pilot to the telephone, and told the latter to return to the
aerodrome from which he had come, because I should not
need him. Two hours later the Prime Minister telephoned
to me again, and with great violence and excitement told
me of his surprise at the aeroplane's return. I said that
I had decided not to make the journey, because I was
really ill, and also because it did not seem wise to leave
Madrid to-day in view of the situation. The Prime
Minister, getting more and more excited, said that he
must see me before 6.0 that afternoon, and would there-
fore send me another aeroplane, so that I should go to
Yuste with the Cabinet Ministers who were in Madrid.
It seemed to me discreet not to argue, and although I had
decided not to leave the capital, I told the Prime Minister
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